
 

STUDENT HANDOUT A:  FORMS OF CIVIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Please review the forms of Civic Participation below, and then find at least five examples of civic participation 

EACH in the “Civic Participation Case Studies” found on STUDENT HANDOUT B. 

Civic 

Participation 
How and When to Use It Effectively 

Writing a press 

release 

Prepare a notice about an event or issue for distribution to local newspapers, radio and television 
stations, or Web sites. Use to publicize an event or to make people aware of an issue. 

Writing a letter to 

the editor 

Draft a short letter to send to a newspaper or magazine expressing a view about a recent article 

or calling attention to an issue you would like to see covered. Use to express a     personal view on 
the article or issue and to encourage others to share your point of view. 

Communicating with 

a public official 

Visit, call, e-mail, or write to a public official about an issue or question. Use to share ideas or 
concerns or to encourage a public official to take a particular action on your issue. 

Organizing a letter- 

writing campaign 

Convince a large number of people to write letters or e-mails to their elected      representatives 

in support of a specific action item. Use to put pressure on elected officials to pay attention to 
those issues. 

Testifying before a 

public body 

Write a short speech about your concerns and deliver it to public officials. Use to voice ideas 
and concerns in a public forum directly to the people elected or appointed to deal with those 

issues. 

Creating an issue ad 

or Web site 

Create an ad, Web site, or social media profile about an issue. Use to inform people about the 
issue, to gain support for your position, or to point out a problem with the way the issue is being 
handled. 

Giving an interview 

or a speech 

Write and deliver a speech to a group of people. Use to inform people about the issue, to 

encourage others to support your position, or to propose a method of addressing the issue. 

Writing and 

circulating a petition 

Create a petition that explains how you would like an issue addressed. Gather signatures from 
supporters in person or online, and present the petition to people in a position to take action. 
Use to demonstrate support for your plan to address the issue and to     encourage implementation 

of your plan. 

Creating and con- 

ducting an opinion 

survey 

Write a survey and collect the results in person or by phone, mail, or e-mail. Use to gather 

opinions or raise awareness of the issue. This is a good starting point if you need to test support 
for your issue or want data to show that people agree with your position. 

Joining a campaign or 

an interest group 

Join a group of people who already support a candidate or an issue. Use when groups 

already exist that are effectively dealing with your issue. 

Organizing a 

fundraiser 
Organize a fundraising event to ask for donations, seek business sponsorships, or apply for 
grants from the government, corporations, or foundations to raise money for a cause you 

believe in. Use when your issue would benefit from additional financial support. 

Sponsoring a ballot 

initiative or 

referendum 

Collect the required number of signatures on a formal petition and submit it to the   legislature 
for consideration or to the people for a direct vote. (Not all states offer ballot initiatives or 
referendums.) Use when you want to create or change a law that pertains to your issue. 

Organizing a protest 

or boycott 

Organize others in a collective refusal to buy certain goods or services, or plan a protest to draw 
attention to an issue. Use as a last resort, in an effort to get others to listen to your concerns. 

Running for public 

office 

Gather support for your candidacy, get yourself on the ballot, and campaign for election. For 
most local and state offices, you must be 18 to run for office. Use if you are really committed to 
having an impact on your community. 

Starting an interest 

group 

Join with others who share your views on an issue to call attention to the issue and,         possibly, 
to back legislation or candidates who support your position. Use when there are no other groups 
effectively advocating for your issue. 
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Civic Participation Case Studies 

A School for Iqbal 

Citizen Participation in a Democracy  
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The Ryan White CARE Act 

Citizen Participation in a Democracy   
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Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

Citizen Participation in a Democracy   

 


