
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Is it in the best interest of the U.S. to help 

solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?

What are the roots 

of conflict?  

• Conflict began 

4,000 YEARS 

AGO over who 

should have the 

land of Israel.



God gave Abraham promised land (Israel).  

Conflict is over which son should get the land

his firstborn son Ishmael (Muslims) 

or son of his first wife Isaac (Jews)?



For centuries, Jews, 

Christians and Muslims 

lived in harmony in 

what was known as 

Palestine.

During this time, 

Jerusalem became a 

sacred city for all Jews, 

Christians and Muslims.



• In 1947, after WWII and the Holocaust the United 

Nations, led by Western Christian nations, gave 55% 

of Palestine to a newly created Jewish State – Israel 

– for the Jewish refugees to gather, according to 

Bible scriptures.



During several wars, 

Palestinians lost more land

• Today, Palestinians live 

along with Jewish settlers

– West Bank

– Gaza Strip

– Many Palestinians live in 

refugee camps



Why isn’t 

there a 

separate 

Palestinian 

State?



Why 

does the 

U.S. 

support 

Israel?

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=gl8sWCxyPJw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gl8sWCxyPJw


What is each side fighting for?
Israelis are fighting for the

The land (promised by God) to 

the persecuted Jews. 

The right to live anywhere in 

Israel, including the West Bank 

where Palestinians live.

Palestinians are fighting for

The land (promised by God) to 

Abraham’s first-born son. 

The right to form their own 

country (government and 

boundaries)

Citizenship and civil rights.  

(Many Palestinians currently live in 

refugee camps behind walls; 

Palestinians can’t vote in national 

elections)

Hamashttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmlG

cQUFmEA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmlGcQUFmEA


One of the deadliest conflicts in 2000-2004 took 4,000 lives.

Population

Citizens 

Killed U.S. Equivalent

Israel 6,116,533 949 45,048

Palestine 3,512,062 3,538 292,487

From September 29, 2000 to 

January 5, 2005



Economic Costs of Conflict

Israel

5% unemployment

Palestine

27%% unemployment

Sources: United Nations 2014 Human Development Index (HDI), 2014 CIA World Fact Book. 

A Palestinian has to work for 6 years to earn what 

an Israeli does in 1 year

GDP

Per Capita GDP

UN HDI Rank

$290 Billion

$32,000

19 out of 187

GDP

Per Capita GDP

UN HDI Rank

$11 Billion

$5,000

107 out of 187



• Israel = largest recipient of 

U.S. foreign assistance

• $3 billion per year (mostly 

for military/weapons)



The U.S. Intelligence Community (CIA) 

supports a peaceful solution.
The official report on Current and Projected Threats to the National Security of the 

United States concluded that resolving the Israeli Palestinian conflict will:

Sources: U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. Haaretz Daily 11/03/03. Against All Enemies by Richard Clarke 2004.

“Without [a solution] the U.S. 

should expect Arab and Muslim 

hostility to increase further, 

threatening prospects for the 

future.”

“Significantly 

reduce negative 

feelings toward the 

U.S. in the region,”

“Why do they hate us?.. For the most part, you get one answer, over and over again, and with little 

variation. They hate us because of our policy toward Israel and the Palestinians.” An About-Face 

on America, The Washington Post, August 24, 2004

It goes on to conclude that,


